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Please keep an electronic version of this certification material as it remains valid indefinitely, unless or until your 

organization’s information (business address, legal name or EIN) should change. 

 

Along with this explanation, we’ve included a 501(c)(3) Certification Letter with your Federal Employer Identification 

Number and name as currently shown in the group ruling and copies of official IRS letters issued to the ELCA. 

 

If the name or EIN shown in your letter is incorrect, please email 501c3@elca.org with the page from your Articles of 

Incorporation that shows your legal corporate name, your assignment letter from the IRS, a recent wage statement or IRS 

Form 941. 

 
Your 501(c)(3) certification letter plus the IRS letters issued to the ELCA establishes your federal income tax exempt 

status as a 501(c)(3) organization.   

 

ELCA congregations or affiliated entities (subordinates) do not have to file, and the IRS does not have to process, 

separate applications for exemption. Consequently, subordinates do not receive an individual exemption letter from 

IRS (see IRS Publication 4573). Generally, programs and/or ministries within the congregation are included under the 

congregation's status unless that program/ministry is separately incorporated. 

 

When you receive an outside request for verification of your 501(c)(3) status, please send a copy of the certification letter 

plus the IRS letters issued to the ELCA to the requesting vendor, donee, grant writer, or other nonprofit entity. If you are 

asked to provide a currently dated letter at some point in the future, please contact this office via email at 501c3@elca.org 
and we will process your request. 

 

You may print copies of this material at any time, however, you may not change them in any way. Any alternation or 

modification of the attached material is impermissible and will invalidate your inclusion letter. 

 

PLEASE NOTE 

 

This certification does not exempt your organization from state sales tax. Each corporate entity needs to establish their 

own individual state sales tax exemption. When you apply for state sales tax exemption (in those states where sales tax 

exemption is permitted by statute), a copy of  this 501(c)(3) material should be attached to your application and 

forwarded by you to the appropriate state office. 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Group Exemption Number:  9386 

CERTIFICATION OF FEDERAL INCOME TAX EXEMPTION 
UNDER SECTION 501(c)(3) 

for 

Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio 
1105 Schrock Rd Ste 100
Columbus, OH 43229
EIN: 31-4412586 

Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio is a related organization recognized by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) as being included under our Group Exemption 
Ruling. This inclusion establishes that this entity is exempt from Federal Income Tax under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is not a private foundation as defined in 
Code Section 509(a). The four-digit Group Exemption Number 9386 is the same for the ELCA, 
its synods, its congregations, and its related entities. The nine-digit Employer Identification 
Number is different for each synod, for each congregation, and for other employing entities. The 
nine-digit number is used, for example, when federal withholding and Social Security 
contributions are filed by the employer. 

The IRS issued the attached Group Exemption Letters dated April 5, 1988 and July 13, 
1988, to the ELCA. In accordance with the terms of the April 5, 1988 letter, entities affiliated with 
the ELCA, who have provided the ELCA with their federal employer ID number, are exempt 
from Federal Income Tax under ELCA’s Group Exemption Ruling. 

July 31, 2023 

Very truly yours, 

Thomas A. Cunniff 
General Counsel 

Attachments 
 April 5, 1988, ELCA Group Ruling Recognition 

  July 13, 1988, ELCA GEN Assigned 









8765 West Higgins Road  Chicago, Illinois 60631-4101  773-380-2700  800-638-3522  ELCA.org  LivingLutheran.com 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Group Exemption Number:  9386 

CERTIFICATION OF FEDERAL INCOME TAX EXEMPTION 
UNDER SECTION 501(c)(3) 

for 

Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio 
1105 Schrock Rd Ste 100
Columbus, OH 43229
EIN: 31-4412586 

Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio is a related organization recognized by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) as being included under our Group Exemption 
Ruling. This inclusion establishes that this entity is exempt from Federal Income Tax under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is not a private foundation as defined in 
Code Section 509(a). The four-digit Group Exemption Number 9386 is the same for the ELCA, 
its synods, its congregations, and its related entities. The nine-digit Employer Identification 
Number is different for each synod, for each congregation, and for other employing entities. The 
nine-digit number is used, for example, when federal withholding and Social Security 
contributions are filed by the employer. 

The IRS issued the attached Group Exemption Letters dated April 5, 1988 and July 13, 
1988, to the ELCA. In accordance with the terms of the April 5, 1988 letter, entities affiliated with 
the ELCA, who have provided the ELCA with their federal employer ID number, are exempt 
from Federal Income Tax under ELCA’s Group Exemption Ruling. 

July 31, 2023 

Very truly yours, 

Thomas A. Cunniff 
General Counsel 

Attachments 
 April 5, 1988, ELCA Group Ruling Recognition 

  July 13, 1988, ELCA GEN Assigned 


